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Cam Ranh Bay: During the seadrome operations at Cam Ranh Bay from 19 March
te 12 April a total of 78 Market Time flights were flowm. In addition, 38
tactical/transit flights were flown between Sagley and Cam Ranh. The oper-
ation resulted in a total of over 600 ships rigged, 20 of which were Bloc
vessels, Not imcluded in this figure are numerous smgll eraft which were
investigated and reported to Patrol Area Commanders.

The Market Time patrols have been effective in discouraging infiltration
by sea. However, no exact measure can be made of the effectiveness at this
time. Though contacts are investigated by air and appear to be harmlessly
engaging in cabotage during the day, they may well be infiltrating by night,
Ne recognition gouge is avallable to distinguish friend from foe, However,
by a study of eight know infiltration attempts, both successful and thwart-
‘ed, from October 196} to the present, a positive trend can be seen,

This study neted the fsllowing which are submitted as possible indicam
tions of an infiltrator: _

1.+ A1l of the infiltrators have been steel-hulled trawler-type vessels,

- Thé general size has been 100~120 feet and displacement 100-300 tons,

2, When sighted the vessel has been fully loaded, heading south,

3. Thé vessel was in the vicinity of the Paracel Islands or heading

south from that area.

4, Provisions were made to alter the identity of the vessel, suseh as

removable bow numbers,

5. The vessel should not have a stack since all have been diesel. &

e false gtack may have been rigged to alter the appearance.
6, There were deck guns, usually covered by fish nets,

0f speclial interest during the eperation was the increased merchant
traffic in the area, The Russian merchant marine is surely becoming one
of the largest and most modern in the world and it would appear as if they
were parading their fleet to illustrate this fact. Of particular note was
the finding of the Berislav and the Berigniki (Fig. 2} alongside and DIW
in the area., Ne unusual activity was noted but their purpose ig certainly
up for conjectuore,

Iwakunis The Iwakuni detachment found operating conditions during their
stay in Japan to be ideal. The support given the det, by Patron FOUR was
outstanding in all,respects, The November track which had not been flown
for years was reactivated for the return of the P~5 to the area.

Several CHICOM =nd special interest vessels aleng with SINO~SOVIET naval
vessels were rigged and reported, Patron FOUR submitted all intelligence
reports, including reports to the FEC of EBlint gatherings.

The experience gained on the two patrols was very gratifying to the crews
invelved, In this high density mership and electronic environment many

‘opportunities for practical application of good photographic and ECM techw

niques presented themselves, This was in contrast to the less eventful
patrols out of Sangley. "
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The quality of squadron phetography improved greatly during this depley-
ment through training, increased emphasis en quality, and, te 2 Llimited
extent, new equipment.

During the deployment the squadron received fourteen new KE~28B and
twelve KS-63A cameras, Film fer each arrived shortly thereafter.

The KE~28B gave much clearer and sharper photes than could be cbtained
with the old KE~284, This was due to an impreved lens and higher ASA rating
of the film, The smaller grain size in the film enhanced sharpness when
photos er sectiens ef photes were enlarged., The main dravback of the KE-233
was that it proved to be less rugged than the KE-284,

Advantages of the KE-20B as cempared to the KE-28A weres
l. Hore cempact -,
2. Ability to easily change film in flight '
3. Sharper phetos
Disadvantages were:
1. Viewfinder could not withstand slipstream
2. Jamming occurred eagily, partially due to eperatiens, but mainly
from the failing of the camera ibself,
3. The camera cases were net as durable and corresion easily sets in
the metal bindings. '

On the basis ef these facts, crews were issued ene each KE~28A/B for each
f1light, The Brave was used as the primary and the Alfa as the back~up.

The KS-63A Analyzer Recerding cameras were net fully utilized primarily
because they were not received until late in the deployment., Since the
cameras had to be fitted te each aircraft and the aircraflt were te be
struck in erly a few weeks, enly a few were installed for evaluwation., A full
investigatien of #$he operation and quality ef this camera has yebt to be con~
ducted by the squadren. The KD~2 was used as the primary BCH camera.

The phote facilities avallable to the squadron at Sangley were adequate and
service was acceptable. Fheto facilities aboard the U.S5.5, CURRITUCK were eub-
standing in all respects, and the shipl's personnel deserve a well dene for
their efficient service and professional mnner. .

At both Sangley and the Currituck, the cameras were turned over to the
plioto lab and issued from there. This relieved the squadron of an unneces-
sary workload and provided good acceuntability. Previous accounting diffi-
culties dictated the negcessity for strict check in/ check eut precedure,
Squadron camerss and cases were marked with stencils and labeled with bright
colored tape (red and yellow strips), and this contributed te the fact that ne
caneras were lost, ' -
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COMAND ORGANIZATION

1. Commander H.E, LONGINO was Commanding Officer of Patrol Squadron
FORTY from 1 Jamwary 1967 to 10 June 1967, Commander J.P, SHMOLTNSKT, Jr.
relieved CDR LONGINO during ceremonies at NAS, North Island, San Diego,
California on 10 June 1967, and still held that position 31 December 1967;£
2. Patrol Sguadron FORTY was permanently based ashore at-ﬁ.s. Naval Alr
Stﬁtion, North Island, under operational control of COMMANDER FLEET AIR WING
FOURTEEN (CFAW-1Y) from 1 Januvary 1967 until 15 Wevember 1967, On 15
Hovember 1967 PATRON FORTY recéived a change of homeport to U.S. Naval Air
Station, Moffett Field, California and came under the operationsl control
of CODAANDER FLEET ATR WING EIGHT (CFAW—B).g
3. The mission of the Command is to eonduct Anti-Submarine Warfare
cperations and Submarine Sighting investigations, to conduct surveillance
and barrier patrols as directed, search aﬁd patrol, and to conduct
training as set forth by higher authority.
L., From 1 Jamuary 1967 until 15 November 1967, Patrol Squadron FORTY had
twelve (12) SP-5B aircraft assigned. On November 15 twelve (12) SP.GR
aircraft were transfered to WARF, North Island, leaving Patron FORTY
with zero aireraft in preparation for the transitioﬁ to the P-3B aircraft,
As of 31 December 1967 the Command had forty-two (4i2) Officers and
eighty-four (8L) Eﬁlisted persormel. Twenty-six (26) of the Officers
were sviators, thirteen (13) were Naval Flight Officers, and three (3)
were Ground Support Personnel, Sixty-one (61) of the Enlisted men were
in the flight crew category; These numbers are small due to great loss

of persormnel incident to a transitioning squadron.é
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AVIATION HISTORICAL SUMMARY . : OPHAV REPORT 5750-3
OPNAY FORM 5750-2 {REV. 4-60) PAGE 2 OF 4

8. Official or other recognition of amccomplishment - (Such as unit citations, commendations sand ewards; decorations and swards to individuals, and
records or events believed to be "firsts® which may be fleet-wide or apply only within the unit. Give dates of awards and events; clatms for
"firgts" are meaningless without a date.)

Recommended for Expeditionary Medals (Tonkin Gulf participation 5 Aug-15 Sept 6h)

Safety Award

%. Gemeral resume of activity - (Narrative statement of activity not otherwise covered, swmarizing work, training, special cruises and visits,
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipment, and the like, Air Stations consider, in addition, such things as reorganization, new operational
administrative and management procedures introduced; special programs initiated or completed, construction in progress, expansion of facilities,
ete. Use additional sheets as necessary. Documents appended should be identified in Part VI, page 4.)

Upon return CONUS, Patrol Squadron Forty-FEight was involved in considerable flight
crew re~organization accompanied with acceptance of several "new'" aircraft from
NAS North Island "Mothball Fleet" and Weeksville 0 & R (Elizabeth City, N.C.).
Extensive participation in the above mentioned exercises has enabled Patrol Squadron

Forty-Eight to maintain a high degree of readiness in spite of post deployment
and Christmas leave periods.

Attention is presently focused upon forthcoming Operatlonal Readiness Inspection
in June 1965,







AVIATION HISTORICAL SUMMARY -~ L ,INUED OPNAY REPORT 5750-3

OPNAY FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) PAGE 4 OF U

PART [V - SQUADRONS
1. TYPE A/C ASSIGNED NUMBER ON HAND DATE FERST RECEIVED
SP-5B 13

MONTH HOURS FLOWN [NO. OF FLIGHT: MONTH HOURS FLOWN NO. OF FLIGHTS

OCcT 113.1 37 JAN 184 .8 9l

2. OPERATIONAL
STATISTICS NOV 375.1 83 FEB 5?6‘11 105
DEC hh7.1 81 MAR h89.hL 9l

PART V - "AIR STATIONS:
assignment

posite units such as Carrier Air Groups, record only the parent group.

On board refers in this instance to what is physically present; not to be confused with Home Porc
Do not repeat units reported as on board in the previous period unless they departed in this peried.

For com-

1. UNITS QN BOARD

ARRIVED

DEPARTED

N/A

2. COMMANDS AND ACTIVITIES ON BOARD

ARRIVED

DEPARTED

N/A~

PART VI
N/A

- DOCUMENTARY MATER[AL APPENDED

(Numbex serially and describe sufficiently to insure proper identification.)

G-52001







AVIATION kISTCORICAL SUMMARY OPNAV -REPORT 5750-3
DPNAY FORM 5750-2 (REV. u4-60) PAGE 2 OF 4
8. Official or other recognition of accomplishment - (Such as unit citations, comendations and awards; decoracions and awards vo individuals, and
records or events helieved to he "firsts” which may be fleet-wide or apply only within the unit. Cive dates of awards and events; claims for
"firsts" are meaningless without a date.) -

NONE

9. Generel resume of activity - (Farrative statement of activity not otherwise covered, summarizing work, training, special cruises and visits,
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipment, and the !ike. Air Stations consider, in addition, such things as reorganization, new operational
administrative and management procedures introduced; special programs initiated or completed, construction in progress, expansion of facilities,
etc. [Use additional sheets »s necessary. Documents appended should he identified in Part VI, page 4.)

Patrol Squadron FORTY-EIGHT participated in mahy exercises during this period,
enabling us to maintain the capability and bhigh degree of readiness reguired for an
early deployment.

The Commanding Officer and six (6) ASW crews departed for WESTPAC in September
1965, to bolster the Patrol Force in the South Chins Sea.

The squadron, with the six remaining crews, is conducting a rigorous ASW and
Pilob~TAGCO program, in order to relieve the present six-crew detachmente.

During the deploying weeks in September, VP-L8 operated for two weeks with the
Uu345S. Sallsbury Sound (AV—IB) in the Alaska area,













AVIATION BISTORICAL SUMMARY OPFAV REPORT 5750-3
OPNAY FORM 5750-2 (REY. 4-60) PAWE 2 OF 4
8. Dfficial or other recognition of ﬂctbipiil}!lent - (Such as unit citations, commendations and awards: decoracions and awards to individuals, and
records or events helieved to he "firsts®. which may be {leet-wide or apply only within the unit.- Give dates of awards and events; claims for
"firsts" arc meaningless w:.t.hm\t a date.)

Flight Personnel received the Vietnam sService M:dal for their- service
within the Vietnam Defense Zone,

9. fieneral resume of activity - {Farrative statement of activity not otherwise covered, swmsarizing work, training, special cruises and visits,
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipment, and the like. Air Stations consider, im addition, such things as reorganization, new operational
administzative and management procedures intreduced; special programs initiated or completed, construction in progress, expansion of facilities,
ete. Use additional sheets as necessary. Docurents appended should be identified in Part VI, page 4.)

In October 1965 the Squadron estavlished a Detachment at the Naval Station,
Sangley Point, Philippine Islands, to meet Operational commitments imposed by the
crisis in Vietnam. Necessary ¥Flight Crews and support personnel were itransported
o the Western “acific by Fleet Tactical Support Sguadron TWiNTY-ONE, Six 3P-5
aircraft were procurec¢ from COMFAIRWI-TPAC and made AJW Ready as quickly as possible.

The Detachuent operated frow Seaplane Tenders for prolonged periods of time
in -

(1) Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam providing Coastal surveillance to prevent enemy
infiltration of arms and supplies into South Vietnam (Market Time
Operations).

(2) PBuckner Bay, Okinawa under the Ooeratlonal Control of Commander Task
Force T2.

Ocean Surveillance Patrols from the Maval station, oangley Point, were malntalned
during these periods.

The parent Squadron at North Island, San Diego, spert most of the'time TLraining®
to insure qualified crews were available to replasce the six crews which established
the Detacmment. The Squadron is presently rotating one relief crew and associated
ground personrel to the Detachment on a montnly basis.
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AVIATION HiISTORICAL SUMMARY -  {TINUED

OPNAY FORM 5750-2 (REV. u-g0) | OPWG‘EBP:";FS?.j
Unite Pat . Period Covered ( From - Ta}
rol Squadron Forty-Eight 1 April~ 31 Sept., 1966

PART L1 - SHIPS

1. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Daily location pesitions not required. Note dates in and out of
2rea in between as: Mediterranean, Caribbean, Hawaiian, West Pac, etc.
uge the term "Operating out of".

n U.5. ports and generzl operating
For daily or frequent operations out of one port,

PERIOD LOCAT | ON

DOES NOT _APPLY

2. AIR UNITS ON BOARD OR TENDED (Omit component squadrons when an Air Group is on board.)
PER 10D UNET PER10D O UNIT

DOES NOT APPLY

3. Niles steamed 4. Shiprs fuel consumed Aviation foel consomed

CARRIER LANDINGS AND CATAPULT LAUNCHINGS: Give date upon which even thousands were reached, cumulative from original commis-
sioning when possible, but if from other event as recommissioning or conversion, should so state. May include a breakdown

as desixed.  For some numbers it will be of interest to note, also, the air unit, plane type, and pilot involved.

5. Carrier landings §. Cotapult leunchings

DOES NOT AFFLY DOES NOT APPLY

PART 111 - WINGS AND GROUPS: List units on board, including detachments; give dates when only part of report period is in-
volved, otherwise use “entire® or "all®.

PERIOD SUBORDINATE UNITS PERI QD SUBORDINATE UNITS

DOES NOT APPLY







1966 Command History of Patrol Squadron FORTY-EIGHT

At the beginning of 1966, Patrol Squadron FORTY-EIGHT was
under the command of Commander William ¥. Bhaver, USN, with
Commender Clarence O, Robins, USN, serving as his Executive
Officer.  Under the operational and administrative control of
Commander Fleet Alr Wing Fourteén, the squadron consisted of
‘twelve SP-SB type aircraft, fifty-five officers, and three-
hundred eighty-eight enlisted personnel. Six of the squadrdn‘s
aircréft vere located at HAS North Island, San Diego, Califorhia,
and the other six were located at the VP-48 Detschment. stationed
at ‘the U.s, Navul Station Sangley Point, Republlc of the Phili-
pplnes. The squadron was operatlng on & six-=month rotatlonal
ba81s, and personnel were transferred approximately monthly.,
:Thls_caused & continuous cycling of personnel from their home
pbrt at NAS North Island to WESPAC, and vice versa. The magorlty
of these personnbl were transported by Alr Transport Squadron
TWENTY-ONE which is home*ported at NAS Barbers Point, Hawall.
| The primarj mission of Patrol Sguadron FOFTYfEIGHT was to.
conduct prompt and sustsined all—weather'anti«submariné warfare
operations and shipping reconnaissance on the West Coast of the
United States as well as in the South China Sea. An additional
requirement of conducting "Market Time" flights along coastal
Vietnam Was.placed on the Detachment at'Sangley Point, a reguire-
ment that causéd VP-48 aircraft to operate from various Seaplane
Tenders located in Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam, and Buckner Bay,

Okinawa. Early in the year the squadron operated from both the




Pine Island (AV-12) and the Currituck (AV-7). The Curribuck
rotated to her home porf at the Haval Station, San Diego, in
February, 1966, and the Pine Island remained on~gstation until
relieved by the Sslisbury Sound (AV-13) in June. The remainder
of VP-48's deployment weg spent operating with the Salisbury
Sound in the seadromes at both Cam Renh Bay and PBuckner Bay.

From 17 through 19 JaﬁurrJ 1966, Patrol Squadron FORTY-
BIGHT perticipated in COMTUEX 1-66, a fleet exercise in which
the squadron was controllesd by'COﬁDESRON 15, and from 14 through
16 February, participated in EWEX 5-65 under the control of
COMTRAFAC, The sqﬁadron took an sctive part in both of these
important fleet training exercises and helped bring them both
to successful conclusions.

On 26 April 1966 at a change of command ceremony held at
NAS North Island, Patrol Squadron FORTY-BIGHT welcomed her new
Commanding OfflC r, Commander Clarence O, Robins, UBN, who had

served as the EBxecutive Offlcar since 4pril, 1965, Commander

‘Donald J. Childers, USN, formerly the Operations Officer, was

appéinted the new Executive Officer,

Ih liay, 1966, an unavoidable incident involvinz ons of the
Sangley Point based aircraft tested and proved the capabilities
of the squadron's excallent Maintencnce Department. - Severe
damege to the bottom of one SP-5B was causad by'a collision with
the seaplane ramp during ramping operstions at Sengley Point.
Demage of this calibre is genérally repaired at an Overhaul and
Repair facility, but because of the urgent nezd for the aircraft

by the squadron, snd the extremely high calibre of maintenance
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bersomnel in the squadron, the‘Commending Officerlordered repairsg
to be accomplished on the Spot After a relativeiy short period

of time, a valuable unit of the Frso World's arsenal was back

in service at a conservetlvely estimated sevings of $115,000,

heunwhlle, as part of its intensive tralnlng brogram, the
squadron Was_takln@ part in 85111 more fleet training exercises.

Cn 8 Kay 1966, VP-48 participasted in an ASWEX Whlle working for -

.COMDESRON 5, and the Detechment not to be outdone in the train-
Cing department partlclpated in a huge SEATO exercise called

' Operatlon Sea-Tup in June of 1966. 41l nations belonging to

the South«Eest.Aeia Treaty Orgenization took pert in this very
1mportent exercise which provided inveolusble Uralnlng to a lgrge
part of the Frse World's forces. Next came Belaylnb Pin, from
11 through 13 July, at which time VP-48 was under the operational
control ef COLFIRSTFLT, This exercise was closely followed by
EWEX 16-66 on 26 and 27 July, controlled by COETRAPAO,-and
SUBASWAS 3-66 from 1 through 3 Auzust, which was controlled by
COMSUBPAC. In each of these exercises Patrol Squadron FORTY-
EIGHT performed exactly "es advertised" and proved to be an
extremely capable combet-reudy unit. ‘

On 31 fugust 1965, Nr. Arthur Godfrey arrived at Sangley

Point while on a'teur of Guam, Vietnem, and the Philippines, and

spent & good part of his time abourd the station with the Commanc

ing Officer of VP-48. Cemmender Robins explained many of the

intricacies of the verious Systems of the SP-5B aircraft and

| even gave lir. Godfrey, & former Nuvy pilot, a cockplt checkout.

VlS”bly impressed, Er. Godfrey expressed his pleasure with hard-

3




shakee, smiles, aed words of thanks for ell'pereonnel present.
Farlier in August, Patrol Squadron FORTY—EIGHT received worc
that the Detachment zt Sungley Point would be demactivated &and
transferred to NAS North Ibland, Sen Dicgo, as soon as prectlcabl
This megnt that the s8ix olrcruft belng operated by the squadron
“would have to be "801d" to Patrol Squodron FIFTY, a sister squad-
ron operating from SBangley Point, or ferried to Japan for storage
The”MaintenenCe Departments of both squadrons woent to work and
ricked out gwelve of the best agilrereft to be retclned by VP—5O
- and begeon thu tedlous Jjob of ﬂelectlna the best electronics gear
to be pla“rd in these aircraft. By 4 Septembsr 1946, all aircraf
had been transferred, and 211 Patrol_séuadron FORTY-EIGHT personn
had departed NS Sangley Foint via Air Pransport Sguadron TWENTY~
ONE airlifts for their home port, NAS North Island. |
Upon its arrival at EAS North Island, VP-48 found thaf since
V%he squadron was operating only six eircraft, an accelerated
'ground training schedule could be mainteined for the pereonnel
not required for the maintenance or operation of these sircrafst.
fll Crews were partlclpatlnr reeularly in weapons loads, NATOPS
Alectures, recovnltlon clesses, air inte 111gence brlefs Weeponh
femlllerlzatlon classes, and weapons systenm tralner perlods that ‘
.lasted from four to twelve hours per day, four deys per week.
The equadron also participated in =sn operation cslled Eager Anglef
from 13 through 16 September, an exercise'in which VP-48 acted as
the Wing (OTG 10.6) for planning and operational purposes. The
squadron performed the seme function agein from 1% through 18

October,'that of Operational Command Representative, for Baseline .
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II, an exercise in which Patrol Squadrons OFE, FORTY,_and FORTY-
SEV”N were 1nvolved in the actual flight operations,

Also in October, a ressage was received by the équadron
indiceting that VP-48 would not receive any replacement asircraft
for those left overseas, and that the squadron was to begin makin
plans to transition to P?BA "Orion" type airecrsft. A decommissgio
ing schedule was deviged by the Maintenance Department for the
. orderly turnOVer of the remaining six SP-5B aircraft, kee ping in
mind thet those zircraft Would be responsible for attendinq to
zll oporatlonal requirements and commltments during the tr9n51t10
and tre 1nlng periods, |

By late October, the first snlisted personnel were reporting
to verious schools at either NAS North Island, or their new. homs,
NAS Noffett Field. On 5 Decomber, the first zroup of pilots,
inclﬁding the Commanding Officer, began ground school training
with Patro_l SQuadJ:!on THIRTY-ONE at Noffett Field. The first -P—ﬁl‘;
alrcraft is SCHedﬁled to be received by the squadron on 23 Januar
1967, end the other elght sircraft should follow shortly after.
The final detachmznt of squkdron personnel from North Island will

be trensferred to koffett Field in April, 1967.



, | " Pctrol Squrdron FORTY-EIGIT

Chronolosy of the Ye:r 1956

17-19 Jenuery
14?16 February
26'£pril

2 mey
8 kay
1 dJune
11-13 July
26-27 July
1-3 Asugust

8 Lugust

31 Lugust

4 September

1%-16 September

1%-18 Octobar

17 October

5 Dacember

Sousdron opercting with siy cirer: £ ot N2
North Island, Sen Dle g0, ¢nd 8ix sirer-ft ¢

NS bbnfley P01nt k. P

GOJ_‘;:J.TU.E:A, —66
EUEY 5-66

Cha nge of commend: Commander C, O, kobins,
USN, replaced Commander W, i, Shsver, USi.

Zirereft incident ot Secngléy Poink, R.P,
LSWEY

Operation See-Imp

Belaying Pin-

EWEX 16-66

SUBLSHAS 5—66

Lesszge received ordering deﬁctlvctlon of
D tachment et Sangley P01nt

Good will tour by kr. Lrthur Godfrey.

Last VP-48 persopnhl dcpgrtud songley *oint

.,_Jt.. ber fin,jlbr

Beseline II. Liessege ordering trsnsition
to P-3 sircraft received by squcdron,

First enlisted p=rsonnel bezon trensition
schools.

- First pllot class begen treining with VP-31,










21 Adugust 1966

vommandar Ularence U, robins, Usuw, Comranding Ufficer of Patrol
Squadron FOxTY-sltal explains some of tns intricacies of the
various systems of the oP-5p zircraft flow. 0V Aais squadron to
Mr. Arthur Godfrey, himself a former wavy pilot.

Official U.3. Navy Photograph



















































































































































